Choice of vehicle for three-month continuous intravenous toxicology studies in the rat: 0.9% saline versus 5% glucose.
A study to assess the toxic potential of a candidate-drug administered to unrestrained rats as 1-h infusions thrice daily for 3 months, using 5% glucose as vehicle, had to be aborted on day 34 because of poor physical status and mortalities in all groups, including controls receiving the vehicle alone. Investigation demonstrated an opportunistic infection, probably secondary to the glucose present in the intravenous formulation. A second study using 0.9% saline solution as a vehicle, was successfully completed.